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(57) Abstract: [PROBLEMS] To realize more 
convenient user authentication. [MEANS FOR 
SOLVING PROBLEMS] There is provided 
a user authentication system for a computing 
environment containing a plurality of servers 
w^hich can be trusted by one another. The system 
includes: an authentication policy table containing 
authentication policy of at least one of the servers; 
means for receiving authentication information 
from a user; means for specifying at least one of 
the servers employing an authentication policy 
matched with the authentication information 
among the servers by using the authentication 
policy table; means for transmitting a signal 
for instructing to perform user authentication 
by using the authentication information, to 
an authentication mechanism of the server 
specified by the means for specifying a server; 
and means for permitting the user to access the 
computing environment if the user authentication 
is successful. 
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